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Mapping New Jersey’s Most Iconic Diners & A
Diner Collectible

Posted on March 6, 2021
Views: 17,017

The map below is interactive and filtered to showcase New Jersey’s Diner community! Then, we’ll discuss how
the keepsake came to be.

Bookmark this map on your phone. Also, note we have burgers, pizza, bakeries, hot dogs, and YES, DINERS!
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Being a Jersey guy who can’t forget the classic New Jersey diner. I'm not talking about IHOP or Denny’s, but a
REAL New Jersey diner. This story is a calling to our internet friends to identify the ultimate New Jersey Classic
Diner for a New Jersey Historic Village wooden keepsake diner. After all, we are the Diner Capital of the
Universe.

NEW JERSEY
HISTORIC VILLAGE
COLLECTION

=

The Village always needed a great Jersey diner, and now you can have one.
.NJ Historic Village Collection

After two months and 600 votes, we have our keepsake. Congratulations to the Broad Street Diner in Keyport,
New Jersey for representing the village with the first Jersey Diner wooden keepsake collectible.

Get yours today. Order yours now or get one to gift to a Jersey diner fan - VERY LIMITED collectible exclusively
online.
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/keepsake-village/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/keepsake-village/
https://www.etsy.com/listing/989814928/1912-the-jersey-diner-pre-order?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/989814928/1912-the-jersey-diner-pre-order?ref=shop_home_active_1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/989814928/nj-diner-collectible-wooden-keepsake?click_key=1c44a1e27be91b63becf94d9e08d9147e7c0a998%3A989814928&click_sum=b421eafe&ref=shop_home_feat_3
https://www.etsy.com/listing/989814928/nj-diner-collectible-wooden-keepsake?click_key=1c44a1e27be91b63becf94d9e08d9147e7c0a998%3A989814928&click_sum=b421eafe&ref=shop_home_feat_3
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€.1912 —Jersey Diner

a New Jersey Institution

New Jersey's diner history began July 3, 1912, the Jerry O’Mahony Diner opened near Jersey City, New Jersey
while his diner manufacturing business in Elizabeth made over 2000 mobile eateries from 1917 to 1952 that fed
hungry Americans from coast to coast.
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i The silver railcar style and neon signs of the classic American diner still brighten New Jersey’s highways and Main :
. Streets. Everyone has a favorite diner and a favorite diner stary. Whether it's a Happy Waitress Special, :
1 Cheeseburger Platter, or a three egg omelet with reﬁular coffee, Jerseyans know they are in the state's ultimate 1
i happy place. And the “daily special” gives something for everyone Tor any moment, high school students, i
retirees, construction workers and crossing guards might be found at a counter chatting with the waitresses and
! line cooks. Or you take a booth and Er‘lFBgEt e table jukebox, Jerseyans yearn for lost favorites like the Excellent, I
i Lido or Rosie's Diner and still gather at the beloved Bendix, Tick Tock, OB, Summit, Park West i
: and yes the Broad Street Diner in Keyport, voted New Jersey’s Most Iconic Diner. (
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#20 in the New Jersey Historic Village Collection
Mominate the next keepsake.

THE CAT'S MEOW VILLAGE .
®.lﬂ£ IN USA - catemeow. com ! mrlocalhistory.org
MWO07BS B All rights reserved

Order your Historic Village Jersey Diner keepsake collectible now - Click Here
The Diner that Represents New Jersey
The Broad Street Diner

This authentic circa 1953 O’'Mahony diner is just a few blocks from Raritan Bay. Known previously as Stanley’s
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Jersey-Diner-Draft-Cats-Meow.jpg
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/New-Jersey-Diner-Back-DRAFT-Mr-Local-History.jpg
https://www.etsy.com/listing/989814928/1912-the-jersey-diner-pre-order?ref=shop_home_active_1

Mapping New Jersey’s Most Iconic Diners & A Diner Collectible

Seaport Diner, you won't have to wonder much about its 1950s origins as you will be reminded at every turn
that this place has been around since Elvis and Marilyn. The O’Mahony stainless steel tag is attached to the

inside of the vestibule door. Broad Street is one of a handful of classic O’'Mahony diners still operating in the
Garden State.
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/20210630_120931.jpg
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Jerry-Mahony-Diner-Tag-Broad-Street-Diner-NJ-1.jpg
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Former-Keyport-Mayor-Barstool-Broad-Street-Diner.jpg
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The Jerry O’Mahony Diner is the most classic Jersey Diner.

Nick and Maria Kallas have owned the Jersey Diner since 2015. The two grew up alongside Greek diner families,
and their experience is reflected in the daily specials and hearty portions. As they say in the diner business,
“Food is only half the meal.” The savory atmosphere is the other half—and equally important. If possible, when
visiting a Jersey diner, sit at the counter. That's where you’ll meet, greet, and mingle with the staff and

customers.

Copyright @Mr Local History Project - All Rights Reserved - Permission required for non-personal use. | 6


https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Diner-Shares.jpg

Mapping New Jersey’s Most Iconic Diners & A Diner Collectible

Mr. Local History, with owner Maria Kallas and Keyport Mayor Collette Kennedy, received an original Jerry
O’Mahony stock certificate and a Jersey Diner keepsake of the Broad Street Diner.

The Broad Street Diner is further proof that, without question, New Jersey is and always will be the
diner capital of the universe.

Jersey Bites
It’s funny how you walk in thinking you know what you want, and then you get that six-page menu. Then it
becomes a battle of the mind, saying, “Breakfast or something else scenario.” You know exactly what | mean.

Then, it starts coffee with anything, including water, and the usual default to the cheeseburger deluxe platter. |
just figure that I’'m a burger guy and always love it when that stuffed oval plate shows up in less than 5 minutes.
| can never explain the sheer speed of it all. It’s just one more reason I'm fascinated by the Jersey Diner.
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Mr-Local-History-Presentation-June-2021.jpg
https://jerseybites.com/2015/05/keyports-broad-street-diner/
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What was your fastest delivery of a Cheeseburger Deluxe Platter at a diner? It's amazing how fast it arrives. It's
like a miracle. And the Broad Street Diner platter is OFF THE CHART GOOD!

And who can’t help being a foodie? They have this weird twitch where they always want to take a picture of
what they’re eating. Honestly, it always looks like a piece of art to us.

We Leave you with another Jersey Diner legend - Rosie!

Here’s the sad reality of poor ole Rosie and her Jersey Diner. It won’t be long before Rosie’s is sold for scrap — a
lifetime away from the Little Ferry Circle. - Read the story.

The Mr. Local History Project, a Jersey-based non-profit, will work with several Facebook Groups to capture
Jersey Diner names and locations. You can also nominate in the comments section below. From over 100
entries, we picked the Top 12. The winner will then be recommended to the New Jersey Historic Village
Collection to be made into a keepsake. YOU CAN VOTE FOR UP TO THREE (3).
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Broad-Street-Diner-Burger-Platter.jpg
https://dailyvoice.com/new-jersey/mercer/news/remember-rosies-diner-you-dont-want-to-see-it-now/805434/
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Related Mr. Local History Jersey Foodie Stories

Search Our Site and See What Might Be Here - over 500+ researched history in our database.

[ Jsearch

#lerseyfoodie
Mr. Local History Project

Jersey foodie - Take a look at all the stories on Jersey food

Jersey’s Bendix Diner Story Blows Your Mind - Closing Forever?

Retrospective: Westfield's Excellent Diner - A Lost (and Found) Jersey Treasure

Jersey Diners & Burgers Introduced at 1939 World’s Fair - The White Mana

There's a lot of History in These 100+ Jersey Dive Bars

History of the Jersey Tomato

Retrospective: White Tower Hamburger System - In Search of New Jersey Locations

e Book: Stories from New Jersey Diners
e Book: History of Diners in New Jersey by Michael Gabriele
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https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/category/foodie/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/category/foodie/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/bendixdiner/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/excellent-diner/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/1939-worlds-fair-white-mana-and-hamburgers/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/jersey-dive-bar-hall-of-fame/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/history-of-the-jersey-tomato/
https://www.mrlocalhistory.org/white-tower-new-jersey/
https://www.amazon.com/Stories-New-Jersey-Diners-Monuments/dp/1467139823
https://www.amazon.com/History-Diners-Jersey-American-Palate/dp/1609498224/ref=asc_df_1609498224/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312128059570&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14834742561070180425&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003745&hvtargid=pla-570421720799&psc=1
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https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/9781609498221/The-History-of-Diners-in-New-Jersey

