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Bernards Township Charter Day, Mr. Local History—Join the fun and Iearn a little bit of history during your day.
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Why We Celebrate Bernards Township Charter Day

The first Charter Day street fair celebration in Bernards Township was held on Saturday, May 20, 1995. The
event started at 10 am and lasted till 4 pm. Charter Day commemorates the May 24, 1760 (a Saturday)
anniversary of King George Il of England’s granting of a township Charter, establishing Bernardston Township.
This act was a courtesy and in appreciation for the services of Sir Francis Bernard, Royal Governor of New
Jersey. From January 27, 1758, to July 4, 1760, Sir Francis Bernard, son of a British Reverend, was appointed
Royal Governor of New Jersey for two years. At the time, both Bernardsville, Far Hills, and part of Warren were
all “Bernardston.”

While the “official” charter burned in a fire, copies survived, and this recreation shows what it would have
looked like, including the wax seal in the lower right corner. Source: Mr. Local History Project.

RHS students recite the official Charter of Bernardston.
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First Charter Day Street Fair - May 17, 1995

The first Bernards Township Charter Day was scheduled to replace the Kiwanis Fair, which had been a Labor Day
weekend staple in the Bernards Township area for decades. The Kiwanis Fair had been the largest community
gathering and included pet shows, book sales, beauty contests, rides, bake sales, and more. The fair ended
when the committee tried to move its location from Basking Ridge to Far Hills. The move didn’t happen, and the
event ended.

Brae at (908) 6470800,

Bernards Township Charter Day
And Art’s Festival will be held from
10 am. to 4 p.m., in downtown Bask-
ing Ridge. The event will feature an
historical tour, children's games, festi-
val music, food, sidewalk sales, craft
tables and sale, art show and sale, pet-
ting zoo, sand art and face painting.
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Bernardsuille

Homer, ¢ 460B.C The official newspaper for Bedminster, Bernaris Yownship, Bernardsville, Far Hills and Peapack-Gladstone
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Charter Day ceiebranbn is Saturday

BERNARDS TWP. — A wide ; . £ ) 2
selection of activities are planned &y L. ‘ d ‘s,
this Satusday 1o celebmate “Charter L -

Day™ commemorating the 235th r
annivereary of the Bernards Town-
" shipCharter

Plenty of Tood, ans and crafls
clisplay and wales, music and olher
family activities will be combsined
wilh sales throaghout the day. Pre.
view sicdlewnlic sales begin Friday,
May 19. Rain Date for the event &
Sunday, May 21.

Charter Day is being onganiasd
by volunieers from local businesses
and community onganiztions. The
Business and Professional Organi-
mtion of Basking Ridge is coondi-
maiting ihe activities

The day begins 219 am., with a
“Hargain  Bagaar” conducted by
The Historical Society of The Som-
erel Hills ai the Brick Acadery
Mamern hisiono! fiems will be
offered for sale Included are an-
tique tools, contury okl newspe-
pers, early books, miaps, postcands e : Bt Lo
and even an 18ih Century miliary Ready To Celebrare
ﬁ:‘?uﬂmmﬂm Children from ihe Tree House Child Care Center will be singing a medley of songs at the new Allen Street
i rm “‘.““u“m oy gazebo on Bermards Township's “Charter Day,” (o be beld Saturday, May 20, in downtown Basking Ridge.

Mayor Diana Boguist will off-
clate al the dedication of the newly

construcied Allen Street Garcho at ety of musical, theatrical and ath- zeha, meni for the event. Showmobile per-
10@.m. lotic performances by local groy [ include an bl of
Highlights at the gazebo on Satur-  Aboat 150 children from e T In wddition, the porwble stage.  Ridge High School musiciars, the
day's schedule inchide a Bemards House Child Caring Center will per- “Showmobie,” wdll be brought in by Bernards Chamber Ensemble, Bill
Township studen! an show and & va- form their spring concert al the Ca- the Parks and Recreation Depart- (Please soc Chaner on page 2)

The first Charter Day celebration in Bernards Township marked the end of an era. The Kiwanis Fair never
occured again.
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In 1997 and 1999, the Basking Ridge Post Office celebrated Charter Day with a commemorative stamp. People
would visit the post office with various postcards to have the commemorative postmark added to their
keepsake. The postmark was also accompanied by 5 historic buildings in the Basking Ridge village created in
watercolor by Linda Arnold of Liberty Corner.
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Histaric Basking Ridge, NJ
Original Watercolor by Linda M. Arnold

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
celebrazes BASKING RIDGE

ok A%
*

CELEBRATE BASKING RIDGE *

UNITED STATES
BATTAI CEDUICE

1999 USPS commemorative postmark
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In 2022, the night concert held from 7-10 pm was canceled.

Today, the annual Charter Day Street Fair starts at noon and continues through 6 pm.

Hashtagging #btcharterday on Social Media
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0 Q, #btcharterday

#btcharterday

People are posting about this

Mr Local History at Charter Day
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We leave you with a photo of our friend and Town Crier Hank Barre doing what he does best—kicking off Charter
Day every year. Does he look more stoic in Black and white? And how about those bubbles (look close)!

More MLH Local History Stories

Search Our Site and See What Might Be Here

[ Jsearch

2025 Bernards Township Charter Day Streetfair

Make a Donation - Get a Historic Map as our Gift

Retrospective: The Acclaimed Kiwanis Community Fair in Basking Ridge

Meet (Sir) Francis Bernard Esg. - New Jersey’s Royal Governor

The Lost Charters of Bernards Township & Bedminster

Recreating the Historic Charter of Bernardston
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